
When CPS acts in 

a biased manner, they condemn “bad” families—

the families that do not conform to the myth of 

the American ideal—by removing children or 

placing them under supervision.  They promote 

supposedly good family structures by placing 

kids into outwardly conforming foster homes—

traditional, heterosexual, white families with 

married moms and dads.

 For 

example, more people of color are reported, 

more people of color are investigated, and more 

people of color lose their children.

, 

particularly in situations of alleged “neglect.”

CPS psychologically creates an oppressed 

class, the “bad” families, who internalize 

criticisms and subordination, affecting their 

presence in the world.

CPS acts as a “middle man,” removing the 

placing responsibility for healing in the hands 

of the state. It robs the community of the 

opportunity to care for one another and make 

direct, meaningful, lasting connections.

CPS treats people who don’t look like the 

American Dream as if they are criminals, while 

under Capitalism only the select few can access 

this idealized life.  

CPS’s policing of family structure is an illustration 

of how Capitalism destroys larger, extended 

family/community networks & places individuals 

in precarious, isolated, nuclear families.

CPS HURTS WORKERS
CPS, like many state agencies, makes its 

crisis through: 

 ° Pay cuts

 ° Furloughs

 ° Unbearable working conditions and work 

loads due to lay-offs

 ° Skyrocketing health insurance

Social workers and mandatory reporters are 

held responsible for the abuses resulting from 

a Capitalist society, placing obligation yet again 

in the laps of overburdened care-giving and 

educational institutions.

Social workers who want to advocate for 

families by coordinating services for families are 

left with few mental health/family resources to 

offer in this time of crisis.  This leaves mostly 

punitive measures, which is demoralizing and 

psychologically damaging for workers, and may 

even lead to compassion fatigue. 

Mandatory reporters essentially function as 

spies for the state by “keeping an eye” on 

families, and act as an arm of the judicial system 

under the guise of caring, which alienates 

workers from those who receive their care and 

damages relationships.

Being considered a “baby stealer” is a 

traumatizing experience in itself.

Despite the good intentions of some workers in 

the agency, Child Protective Services (CPS) is not 

what it claims.  It does not do us a service, it does 

not protect our children, it does not create healthy 

environments for them.

CPS IS CPS KEEPS US DOWN

“My coworkers were all women, night shift, 

single moms, mostly women of color. I picked up 

a crying baby and was reprimanded because they 

couldn’t give all the babies physical comfort, 

so they didn’t want them to expect it.  I made 

a dollar over minimum wage, and worked long 

hours. You were not allowed to know much about 

the cases of these children, unless you snuck 

group home for a month because their parents 

had been drunk when the cops were called 

on them for an argument. Two children with 

sexual trauma were threatened and locked up 

during outbursts of PTSD. There was unhealthy 

food, poor nutrition and no attention paid to 

allergies. No special care for a sick child. 

Kids who had never been in an abusive situation 

were suddenly in an abusive situation with 

other children.”

-group home care giver

RISE UP!
Join Occupy Patriarchy 

Say NO! to CPS

May 1 — 8:30am
Rally and March

401 Broadway, 
Downtown Oakland

“...Far more African-Americans go to [that] 

hospital for whatever, including pregnancies, 

than other races, and they would routinely 

test the babies for illegal drugs in their 

system, without the mother’s knowledge...

So, if you’re an African-American mom and you 

looked kind of poor, you’re kid was likely to 

be tested. And so there was a report to DCFS, 

and an investigation, and an indication on 

your child abuse and neglect tracking system 

record that you gave drugs to the baby... So, 

it’s more likely that African-American kids 

were brought into the system.”

- CPS supervisor



THE PROBLEM
The desire to care for children and families can 

be used to justify intolerable acts and repression, 

such as using women’s rights as a reason to 

invade Afghanistan. This kind of manipulation—in 

the name of caring—can be seen around us every 

day in projects that hurt the very people they are 

meant to serve and who need help the most, such 

as No Child Left Behind and Urban Renewal.  Child 

Protective Services, CPS, is an arm of the juvenile 

court system and pretends to care but instead often 

harms children, families, and workers.  CPS does 

protection CPS works to keep people down, ready 

to work and obey. 

For example, CPS has harassed many parents 

involved in the Occupy movement. The truth is that 

parents have found tremendous support in Occupy 

Oakland. Our community has been part of helping 

break through isolation, empowering through 

love and mutual aid, and providing material  and 

emotional support. What is endangered at Occupy 

Oakland is not the children, but the passive, gender-

conforming, self-blaming condition that our enemies 

want to keep us in.

 CPS uses 

“bad parenting” to paint those who resist as immoral, 

uncaring, and even criminal, when in fact we are 

anything but. Many parents internalize this and don’t 

see their oppression as something they are capable 

how we can come together to help each other.  We 

are fed up with CPS and are determined to expose 

its repressive actions and to continue to build a 

critique, our anger, our oppression, our experiences, 

and our revolutionary spirit to join us.

CPS HURTS CHILDREN
Children are the largest disenfranchised population 

in our nation, a third of California’s population 

is younger than 18. Rather than endow children 

with their own legal protection, CPS acts as their 

guardian.

  Files are stuffed 

for years with repeated reports. Family rights are 

so strong in the US that even in unquestionably 

abusive situations, if the parents have access to 

legal help, the children often are not/cannot be 

protected by CPS.

CPS targets and punishes children and their 

families for  children’s “undesirable” behavior, 

rather than healing and addressing systemic 

problems.

 ° Children can be targeted for “unhealthy 

choices,” such as drug use, sexual activity, 

choice of peer groups, and criminal 

background.

CPS is not one single agency, but is separated 

at the state and local levels. If abused children 

have parents who kidnap them, relocate or go 

on the run, follow through to help the children is 

nearly impossible.

due to forced interviews, coerced 

reporting, changes in custody, separation from 

siblings, placement in group homes, and the 

marketing of one’s self for adoption.

Children carry the brunt of the responsibility 

in a CPS process. They have to speak out, or 

advocate for themselves, or report, or even 

testify against abusers, which can be a very 

traumatic experience.

 California Little 
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Rather than providing nurturing shelter, foster 

care & group homes can be emotionally, 

psychologically, & physically abusive locations.

  

National Center on Child Abuse 1998

“Our vision is that all children in Alameda 

County will have the opportunity to grow and 

develop in a safe, healthy, nurturing and 

stable home. To reach this goal, we strive to 

ensure that all children receive the support 

and security that a family, an extended family, 

or an alternative family can provide.”

-Alameda County CPS mission statement

“After I was in rehab for months, my mom lost 

custody and I became a ward of the state. I was 

placed in a juvenile group home and ended up 

dropping out of school. I joined the military 

because I was broke and didn’t see a way out. 

I wonder how many other kids in CPS end up 

like me?”

-former ward of the state 

“We have waiting lists forever to get any 

kind of services, [including] substance abuse, 

domestic violence, [and] parenting classes. 

When you go into... Caucasian neighborhoods, we 

make a referral... within days, they have the 

services they need. My clients wait months. 

If we put in the referral or the case is in 

court but the client hasn’t gotten services 

yet, they’ll pull those kids.” 

 –direct service worker

CPS HURTS FAMILIES

safe, nor to support families. They do not have 

the power to open a criminal case against 

perpetrators of violence, nor do they have the 

power of arrest. CPS agencies are not law 

enforcement agencies, nor are they service 

providers. They can only suggest where families 

might seek help. We think of CPS as being 

protective, but the only power they have is to 

remove children from their parents. Women’s 

Justice Center

 ° Cultural differences

 ° Religious beliefs

 ° “Unhealthy choices”

 ° “Alternative lifestyles,” such as:

Extended families

Family structure other than a 

heteronormative, married “mom 

and dad” household

Living off the grid

 ° Age of parents

 ° Gender/sexual orientation of parents


